
From: Shelley Owens
To: Ivy Spohnholz
Cc: Hank Lentfer; Julia Nave; Alison C. Cohan; Crystal Nelson; Amy Miller; Caitlin Hedberg; Kelsey Schober
Subject: RE: Thank you!
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Attachments: Letter to Ivy Spohnholz 1-15-24.pdf

Ivy,
 
Thanks to you, Julia and Hank for talking with us at the Council Work Session.  Attached is a letter I’ve written in response with input from and on behalf of the Gustavus community.  We look
forward to working with you in the future.
 
Shelley
 
Shelley K. Owens
Mayor, City of Gustavus
Office: (907) 697-2451
P.O. Box 1, Gustavus, AK 99826
shelley.owens@gustavus-ak.gov
https://cms.gustavus-ak.gov/
 
 
From: Ivy Spohnholz <ivy.spohnholz@TNC.ORG> 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 4:30 PM
To: Shelley Owens <shelley.owens@gustavus-ak.gov>
Cc: Hank Lentfer <hlentfer@gmail.com>; Julia Nave <julia.nave@TNC.ORG>; Alison C. Cohan <acohan@TNC.ORG>; Crystal Nelson <crystal.nelson@TNC.ORG>; Amy Miller <amy.l.miller@TNC.ORG>; Caitlin Hedberg
<caitlin.hedberg@TNC.ORG>; Kelsey Schober <kelsey.schober@TNC.ORG>
Subject: Thank you!
 
Dear Mayor Owens, 
  
Thank you again for the opportunity to address the Gustavus City Council during your work session earlier this week, and for the neighborly reception. You were generous in providing ample time for our 
presentation and questions from Council members. Thank you for this generosity. 
  
We’ve been in a previously scheduled team planning session for the past few days, and although it created a bit of a delay in following up, it also gave us some time to reflect. During that time, we’ve 
continued to receive feedback from Gustavus community members via email and through their outreach to our local preserve manager, Hank Lentfer. 
  
Based on this feedback, I’ve decided The Nature Conservancy will retain title to the Gustavus Forelands Preserve for the foreseeable future. The passionate response of the Gustavus community over 
the last week make it clear that now is the not the time to explore possible transfers in ownership. I’m very sorry for the distress this has caused in the community. 
 
I can commit to you that moving forward:  

1. The community of Gustavus will be involved at the beginning of any discussions about the preserve’s ownership.  
2. TNC remains steadfastly committed to ensuring the Gustavus Forelands Preserve remains open and accessible in perpetuity, in alignment with the original intent of the many donors including many

from your community.
 
Regarding your request to see the full memo we referenced during the work session on Monday. This memo is a confidential, internal document that would not be appropriate to share. Further, as a 
confidential, internal document, it hasn’t been shared with any other external party either. I can assure you that the summary memo Southeast Alaska Program Director Julia Nave wrote contains all the 
relevant information and conclusions in this internal document. If you have specific questions we might be able to help answer, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
I look forward to rebuilding our collective trust as neighbors and partners, and hope we can all break bread sometime soon. It is my hope to be down to Gustavus this spring to walk the preserve myself
and hope that we can meet at that time.
  
Thank you, 
 
Ivy
 
Ivy Spohnholz
Alaska State Director
 
Dena'inaq elnen'aq' gheshtnu ch'q'u yeshdu. (Dena'ina)
I live and work on the land of the Dena’ina. (English
 
facebook.com/natureconservancyalaska 
twitter.com/nature_ak 
nature.org/alaska 
linkedin.com/showcase/the-nature-conservancy-alaska  

 

    
With our partners we’re creating a new kind of conservation, one that is anchored in local values and priorities.
Learn how in Alaska’s 2023 Annual Report! 
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